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AGENDA
The Public Open House provided attendees with the chance to view poster boards

displaying key Proponent and Project information. The presenting team engaged

attendees, responded to their questions, and solicited their feedback on the

Project.

Displayed poster boards covered the following topics:

● About Us

● Ontario’s Power Needs

● What is Battery Energy Storage?

● Why your Municipality?

● About the Project

● Regulatory Compliance and Environmental Assessment

● Safety Standards



OVERVIEW OF OPEN HOUSE
Please see Appendix A for photos taken at the public open house, including
photos of the project poster boards. Please see Appendix B for the poster
boards displayed at the public open house, which includes the Project details.

Welcome Board
Compass welcomes everyone to the public open house for the Almonte BESS 2 Project.

Board 1 - About Us
Board 1 introduced Compass Renewable Energy Consulting and its projects across Canada,
and discussed previous development success in the Independent Electricity System Operator’s
(IESO) Expedited Long Term 1 (E-LT1) procurement.

Board 2 - Ontario’s Power Needs and Previous Procurements
Board 2 provided the growth forecast of Ontario’s energy demand and the IESO’s procurement
plan to add 4,000 megawatts of new capacity through the E-LT1 and Long-Term 1 (LT-1)
procurements. The reasons for increasing provincial energy demand are discussed, including
growth in the residential and commercial sectors, the effects of electrification of transportation,
the recent growth of the agriculture sector, and the retirement of key generation plants.

Compass’ affiliate, Wahgoshig Solar FIT5 LP, a partnership with the Apitipi Anicinapek Nation, is
acknowledged as a Qualified Applicant for long-term procurement and Almonte BESS Limited
Partnership as the Proponent submitting the proposal for the Project.

Board 3 - What is Battery Energy Storage?
Board 3 provided an overview of battery energy storage systems (BESS). The essential
component that forms these energy storage systems will be lithium-ion battery cells, similar to
what is found in an average Smartphone or Laptop. The batteries provide support to the grid by
charging during low-demand hours and discharging during high-demand periods, alleviating grid
congestion, improving the stability and quality of grid power, and reducing the price burden on
consumers in the long run. BESS projects have been procured by the IESO since 2014.

It was mentioned that the BESS Project will range from 1 to 5 acres and will be housed in
multiple 20 to 40-foot containers or enclosures, well equipped with standalone HVAC (to ensure
optimal operating conditions for the battery cells), and be certified to several internationally
accredited safety standards. The Project will be fully fenced, remotely monitored 24/7, and have
scheduled site visits to ensure adequate maintenance across the life of the system.



Board 4 - About the Project
Board 4 showed the site plan for the proposed Project, which demarcates the Property outline,
the proposed Project site, the access road, and the Connection Line to the 44kV feeder along
the Connection Point. The board showed a zoning map of the parcel, which is located at 6299
County Rd 29, Mississippi Mills, ON, K0A 1A0, and is zoned Rural (RU). The proposed Project
site would cover up to 1 acre of land, which would translate to a nameplate capacity of up to 10
Mega Watts (MW).

Board 5 – Why your Municipality?
Board 5 discussed the local benefits of the BESS project. This includes grid stability & flexibility,
employment opportunities, financial benefits, industrial growth, diversification, electrical grid
support, intelligence, and resilience. Additionally, the project will support the Municipality of
Mississippi Mills Community Official Plan, the 2020-2023 Strategic Plan, and other climate
change policies, aiding further integration of renewable energy into the grid.

Board 6 - Regulatory Compliance & Environmental Assessment
Board 6 informed that the team is engaging the relevant authorities having jurisdiction (AHJs)
for the project. This included the Township of Mississippi Mills, the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation & Parks, the applicable utility companies, the Ministry of Energy, the IESO, and
the Electrical Safety Authority (ESA). The Project would also consult with any other AHJs
identified through the project development stage. Additionally, the Project would commit to
sponsoring training for the Mississippi Mills Fire Department to better equip them with the
knowledge and information to deal with any emergency events.

The board also identified that a Noise Impact Assessment would be completed as part of the
Environmental Assessment process for the Project, taking into consideration noise from the
system components such as HVAC and step-up transformers.



QUESTIONS ASKED DURING THE OPEN HOUSE

If there was an emergency shutdown, how would Compass be alerted that there is an emergency taking
place? How quickly would there be a response and who would oversee it?

The presenting team responded that the time it would take to respond depends on the nature of
the alarm; it would vary from a 0:30 to 4-hour response depending on the type of alarm. There
would be a local subcontractor who is qualified to work in high voltage equipment that would
come to monitor the situation as part of the service agreements. Compass is talking to several
battery suppliers, all of which provide Long-Term Service Agreements that ensure the operational
safety of these batteries. Compass’ local operations and maintenance subcontractors would
swiftly be notified in the event of an emergency and respond as appropriate in coordination with
the local fire department.

Would the proposed project lead to further development later?

The presenting team responded that since only a certain number of projects can be connected to
the powerlines in each region, the amount of interconnected assets is dependent on the current
capacity of the lines. If the proposed project is successful, it will be selected because it does not
exceed the maximum capacity of the distribution infrastructure. The Project’s nameplate capacity
was subject to a process called the Deliverability Test which determines the feasibility of the
proposed Project’s connection configuration and power delivery into the provincial electricity grid.
The proposed Project passed the Deliverability Test, and Compass has confirmed with the local
distribution company, Hydro One, that the Project would be able to successfully connect and
operate at the current nameplate capacity. Since the proposed Project will occupy electrical
capacity on the Almonte Transformer Station, it will limit the scope and size of any other proposed
BESS Projects in the future.

What is the zoning for the proposed project site?

The presenting team responded that the parcel in which the proposed project is located is a
mixture of rural and agricultural zoning, however, the project site is located within rural zoning.
The zoning for the proposed project was based on the parcel’s proximity to electrical
infrastructure and municipal Zoning By-Law #11-83, which allows for both zoning types to be
used for non-residential purposes such as class A pits, wayside quarries, and portable concrete
plants.

Can the lithium from these systems be recycled?

The presenting team responded that once the system reaches the end of its operation, there are
various options for it to be recycled. Canadian companies such as Li-Cycle have been making
progress in enabling batteries to be recycled efficiently and sustainably, with some batteries
allowing for 95% of critical battery materials such as lithium carbonate to be recycled. Closer to
the date of decommissioning, Compass would consider these recycling companies as an
environmentally friendly way to give new life to battery components.



APPENDIX A - PHOTOS FROM THE PUBLIC COMMUNITY MEETING

Figure 1. Venue preparation

Figure 2. Project Poster boards on display



Figure 3. Welcome poster on display



APPENDIX B – POSTERS FROM THE PUBLIC COMMUNITY MEETING














